64     CANONICAL AND  UNCANONICAL  GOSPELS.

In this passage of Irenseus we get the far-
fetched analogies between the Gospels and
natural things; and we also find the Gospels
represented as supports, as pillars on which the
Church rests, as a seat on which Christ sits.
If in the language of Irenseus, writing circ.
190 A.D., the Gospels are a seat, may not
Hernias, writing circ. 140-150 A.D., mean the
Gospels by his symbolic bench ?

But there is probably a closer relationship
between the two writers than the relationship
of nearness in time. Irenasus, in one place,
quotes a sentence found in " The Shepherd," with
the introductory formula, "Well therefore said
the Scripture which saith," etc. If we may
draw the fullest inference from this, Irenseus
knew the work of Hennas, and treated it as
Scripture; and we may then further conclude
that his analogies were suggested by "The
Shepherd."

In conclusion, one objection may be men-
tioned; why did not Hernias himself explain
the meaning of the bench, if it be significant ?
We answer, in the first place, that it is of the
nature of his book to " half conceal and half
reveal," and, in the second place, that the Four